147 Delphic Maxims

1 €nov Oe®

Follow Zeus; follow divinity
2 vopw meifou

Obey law; obey custom

3 0zo0vg 6éfov

Honor the gods; revere the gods
4 yoveig 6ot

Respect parents

5 1t® vno Sunaiov

Yield to a just man

6 yvawbr pabov

When you have learned something, recognize it (in all
situations)

7 axoboug vost

Having heard, perceive



8 cuvtov ol

Know yourself

9 yapetv pelde

Intend to marry

10 ooy yva ot

Know the critical moment

11 ppovet Bvnta

Think like a mortal; be prudent like one who can die
12 £¢voc wv tobt

Be aware (of yourself) when you are a stranger
13 ‘Eotiav tipo

Honor / revere the hearth / the family / the altar / the
Goddess Hestia

14 doye osawtod
Rule / govern / control yourself
15 pidoig Bonbet

Come to the aid of those dear to you



16 Ovp.ot xdtet

Rule / conquer / master / control / prevail over anger /
desire / emotion / lust

17 pebdvnowy doxet
Practice good sense

18 mpovorlay Tipo

Value divine forethought

19 oy p) yed

Do not make use of an oath

20 oMoy aydmno

Desire / prize / prefer love / friendship

21 noudeiog aviéyov

Hold on to / cling to education / learning / culture / custom
/ what you have been taught

22 566&ay Slmne

Pursue / seek a good reputation

23 copiav {niov

Seek skill



24 »nadov eb Aéye

Acknowledge a good man or a good/beautiful thing
25 deye pndeva

Blame / censure / find fault with no one

26 énaiver ageTNy

Approve / commend / praise excellence (merit / good
service / virtue)

27 mpatte Sinoto

Act justly / righteously; Manage affairs according to law /
custom; Achieve / do in a well-ordered way; Do well-
ordered / just things

28 pilog evvost

Be favourable / well-inclined to friends / family / dear ones /
allies / kin

29 éy0povg apvvou

Keep off from hateful people; keep away from those who
alienated and refuse to be reconciled

30 cvuynvetay donet



Practice / train nobility of mind / character / excellence (of
body)

31 xouxiag anéyov

Keep yourself away from moral badness / cowardice / ill-
repute

32 %0wog yivou

Become / be impartial / neutral / courteous

33 6t pOATTE

Watch / guard / maintain one’s own property / affairs /
interests

34 al\otpiwy anéyov

Refrain / hold yourself from what belongs to others / those
who are unfavourable / strange things or customs

35 dxove mavVTRL

Listen to everyone; Listen wholly / entirely

36 svpnpog toht
Be fair-sounding; speak auspiciously (in religious settings)
37 pihw yaoilov

Be agreeable to/show kindness to one’s own/dear one



38 pndev dyav

Nothing very much / too much

39 yoovov peidov

Use time sparingly; Don’t waste time
40 6o 0 példov

Think ahead; Give heed to the things to come

41 vBow piost

Hate wanton violence / overblown pride
42 inétog atdov

Have respect for suppliants

43 naowv agp.ofov

Adapt yourself to all things

44 viovg naibeve
T'rain / discipline your sons
45 éywv yogilov

When you have, give freely / do a favor



46 66)ov poBod

Be wary about / flee from a trap / trick / spy
47 evohOyst TavToG

Speak well of everyone

48 @hdc0ypog Yyivov

Become/ always be becoming a philosopher
49 oot ngive

Distinguish what is lawful / divine / sacred / allowed (not
forbidden)

50 yvovg mpatte
When you know, do; having understood by observing, do
51 @ovov anéyov

Hold yourself off from / abstain from murder; avoid
punishment by death

52 evyov Suvatd

Say aloud things that are powerful / possible / practicable



53 coyoig Yo

Have need of / use learned / prudent / practical men (men
who know how)/ the wise

54 7j00g Soxipale

Put behavior to public scrutiny (especially things you have
done)

55 MBwv anodog

When you have received / gotten, pay back

56 vpoe®d pndéva

View no one with jealousy; view no one stealthily
57 teyvy yom

Make use of the skill that you have; acquire skill

58 6 péhdeig, 60¢

That which you were on the point of [giving], give (when
you said you would)

59 svegyeoiog Tipo

On-goingly value / honor good service done, especially
since all goodness comes from the Gods



60 ©0over pndevi

Bear a grudge against no one

61 pulaxy) TeooeyE

Pay attention to watching (for dangers)

62 elmido oivet

Praise expectation; be content with hope

63 Seolv picst

Hate slander / quarreling

64 Siraing nT®
Acquire justly

65 ayaovg Tipa
Honor good men

66 xoutnv Yyv ot
Know who is judging
67 yapovg xoatet

Get the upper hand with respect to marriage negotiations



68 toyMy voule

Acknowledge fate

69 eyydmy pebye

Avoid pledges

70 amhidg Sreréyov

Speak plainly; “don’t speak with forked tongue”
71 opoiots yobd

Deal with those who those are equal and like to you in
virtue

72 Samavav dEyov

Govern your expenditures

73 #twpevog néov
What you have acquired, enjoy
74 acoydvny ogBou

Revere shame (that has a person admitting his wrong-
doing)

75 yaowv éxtélet

Fully repay favor (especially to the Gods)
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76 svtuyioy U)oL
Pray (aloud) for success

77 ToyMv oteQye

Be content with your lot

78 axodwv 6pu

Having heard, discern / give heed
79 égydlov ntnTaL

On-goingly work for acquisitions
80 éguv piost

Despise strife / quarreling

81 dvetbog &yBouge

Detest disgrace (yours); don’t reproach others
82 yh@dtToy toye

Hold your tongue

83 vBotv apdvov

Ward off insolence (or lust) toward others and avoid
attracting it from others



84 xive Sixato

Discern just things (from unjust things); discern justly

85 yod yonpaoty

Use your useful things (don’t hoard them)
86 adwEodoxnntog dinale

Make judgements without bribes

87 ot mooOvTY

Accuse someone when he is present, to his face
88 Aéye stdig

Speak only from expertise

89 Biog pn €yov

Don’t rely on brute force; don’t be violent
90 aAdTwg Biov

Gather your livelihood without causing pain
91 opidet TEAWG

Associate with others in a gentle way
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92 mégog €mtédet p1) amodstM@Y

Finish fully without timidness

93 @lopeover naoty

Be friendly/cheerful to all

94 vioig p1) #ATHQD

Do not curse your sons; don’t act in such a way that your
actions doom your descendants

95 yoveuxog doys

Show your wife the way / lead your wife (esp. re: her use of 13
household resources)

96 cexvtov eV Toiel

Treat yourself well

97 evumEooNy0QOG Yivoy

Be well spoken and be spoken about well
98 amoxgivov €v xoue®

Respond at the critical moment; don’t make a snap
judgement



99 novet pet’ surheiog
Labor / struggle in company with good repute / integrity
100 mpdtte apeTavonT®g

Act without afterthought / don’t keep changing your mind /
act without overthinking it

101 apogtdvey petavost

(Only) when you are failing of your purpose, change your
mind (rethink it)

102 opOoipod xodtet

Master the eye (what you look at; what attention you
attract)

103 Bovievov ypovew

Give counsel after a time (deliberate for a while first)

104 mpatte ovvTopm®g

Act immediately / expeditiously

105 @rdioy pdAaTTE

Protect friendship
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106 svyvorpwy yivov
Be reasonable; be prudent; be considerate

107 opovoray Simxe

Pursue concord

108 doontov xed7Te

Keep hidden that which ought not be spoken
109 0 »patotv wofod

Fear power

110 0 ovppégov Oned

Hunt for what 1s (mutually) beneficial or expedient
111 »ou@ov mEoadéyov

Wait for the right time

112 €y00ug Srahve

Put an end to enmities, let them go

113 yijoxg mpoabeyov

Accept / expect old age
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114 émt porpn p1 #ewyd

Don’t boast about your physical strength
115 svpnpiov doxet

Practice auspicious speech

116 anéybsiav peiiye

Flee hatred

117 mhodtel Sinatmg

Become wealthy in a way that is just

118 606€av p) Aetme

Don’t walk away from a good reputation

119 soxiay piost

Hate badness

120 »vodveve poovipwg

Take a risk prudently

121 povOdverv pa) #dpve

Don’t suffer over learning
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122 @etdopevog pr) Aeime

Don’t leave off being sparing (of resources or human life)
123 yonopovg Oudpale

Comply with / respect oracles

124 otg Teéyetg aydma

Love those whom you raise

125 anovt pr péryov

Don’t fight someone who is away / don’t talk bad behind
someone’s back 17

126 npeofidregov adod
Show regard for an elder

127 vewtegov didaoxe

T'each youngsters

128 mhodTw amiotet

Don’t put faith in wealth

129 ssavtov %idod

Respect yourself



130 p7 doye vPoilety

Don’t be the leader in insolence

131 npoyovovg atepivov

Honor forefathers (wreathe their memorials)
132 Ovijoxe vneQ mutEidog

Die in defense of your fatherland

133 1@ Biw pm dybov

Don’t be vexed with your manner of living (or even with
the world) 18

134 ént venp® p1) yélo

Do not laugh at a dead person (do not regard yourself as
superior to a dead person)

135 atvyovvtt cuviybov

Be troubled for the man who is unfortunate (has failed or
died)

136 yooilov afraBdg

Gratify (yourself and others) without harm



137 p7) €nt movti Aomod

Don’t be distressed by everything
138 €€ suyevav yévva

Beget from good lineage (recognize your spouse’s family
traits, reputation, wealth)

139 énayyéhov pndevi

Make (public) promises to no one
140 ©Oipévoug pn adixst

Do not be unjust to the dead

141 £ ndoye wg Ovntog

Be in a good state of mind (about how you fare), as much
as a mortal (can be)

142 toyny pm mioteve
Do not put faith in luck (good or bad)
143 noig wv xdoprog it

When you are a child, be an ornament (a credit) to your
parents
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144 nBadv eéyroutng

When you are in your youth, (be) self-disciplined

145 péoog dixorog

When you are in middle age, be just (civilized, righteous)
146 npeofidTng svA0OYyOg

When you are an elder, be reasonable (well-spoken)

147 televt@y dAvTOG

Upon reaching the end, be without sorrow
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